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» But, in truth thers was no sraall portion of
the inhabitants who &
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nied or doubted, almosi
to the lust moment, that the enemy eontem-
plated any soious dcnmnstrni}ion upon the
city  They sssumed—and thizidea was tacitly
encouraged, if ifot believed, by the authorities,
military and eivil—that the movement on Co-
Jumbia was but a feint, and that the bulk of
Sherman’s army was preparing for a descent
uj on Charleston.. This also seemed to be the
opinion in Charleston itself. 1t wes noder
stood, or #o reported, il Columbia, that the
foree pressing upon our troopsin this diregtion
'eonsisted of but 6,000 men, while, to oplinse
them, we hed 7,000.
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All these conjectures were speedily set at
rest, when, on the 18th Febroary, (Monday,)
the enemy was reported to have reached &
peint in Lexington District, some ten miles
above Joffcoat’s. On the 14th, their progress
brought them to Thom's Creek, the stream next
below Congaree Creek, and about twelve miles
" below the city. [Here our troops, consisting of
the mounted gupmen of Hampten, Whecler,
_Butier. &e., madestubborn head against them,
holding them in eheels by constant skirmishing,
This skirmishing continued thronghout Wednes-
day, but failed to arrest the enemy's progress;
and as their capnon continued momently to
sound more heavily upon our ears, we were
but too certainly assured of the hope'essness
. pf the struggle. Thé odds of force sgainst us
ere too v. t for any valor 6r generalship to
make head against it; and yet, almfost to this
moment, the hope was held cut to the people,
in many quarters, that the city could be saved.
It was asserted thatthe corps of Cheatham and
‘Stewart were making femeg marches, with the
Yiew to a jumerion with the troops under Beau-
regard, aud, such was the spirit of our troeps,
and oue of the gencrals at least, that nlmost at
the moment when Sherman’s advanee was en-
tering ‘the town, Hampter's cavalry was in
‘order of battle, and only waiting the command
to charge ft. Dut the horrors of s sureet fight
in a_detenceless city, filled with- women and
* ¢hildren, were prudently avoided; and our
gallant troops were' drawp off from the scene
at the very Lour when the cnemy were enttr

ing upon it, B e anticipate,
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Whatever Lopes might have been entertaind
df the ultimate suceess of our defences, they
were all dissipated, when, by daylight, on the
Y5th, (Thursday,) ou troopsre-entgsed the eity,
burning the several briages over the Congarew,
-the Broad and Saluda Rivers: Thoy were
quar red ghrough the day aboui the several
stée: '8, and along their several bivoudes they

dug slight excavatiens in the eapth, as for rifs
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lind eommense:d

and econtiumed it throughout the night.
sumnuonz for wnler had been made
warning of any kivd was gives, ‘The shellii g
turnughout the day, and sew batie
vies weve in rapid pregress of ercet’on on the
West side of the Conlares, the mure effsctunl ly
to press the work of destruction. The damage

‘was_comparatively slight. The rew capitol

buitdiy wua struck five times, but suffered
little or'no injury. Numerous shells fell into the
inhabitdd port.jonl of the town, yet we hear of
oaly tv o perzons Lilled—one on the hospital
square, anpu another near the South Carolina
Railroad Depot. The venerable Mr. 5. J.
Wagner, from  Charlé ton, an cged citizen of
ne.r ecighty, narrowly ecseaped with life, a
shell bursting at lusdeet. 1lis face was exeo
rinted by the fragments, ard for awhile his
eyc-sight was loat; but we £re happy to state
that the hart, were slipght, and he is now as
well s ever. g

O Wednesday, the 15ih, the eity was placed
under mar'i_l law, and the. authority confided
to Gen. 10 M. Law. With eharacteristic energy,
this efficer executed is trusts, and wus em-
ployed day and night in the maintenance of
ordir: This, with some few exceptions, was
surprisingly maintaimed. It was indeed woun-
derful .that, with so many soldiers in town,
with s0 mueh confusion among the people,
thére should have been 5o little disorder. There
Was solie riotqus conduet afler night. Some
higt,way robberies were committed, gnd somne

| few stores broken open and robbed. But, be-
-yond these instances, there were but few in-

stanees of erime, and noae of insubordination.
Terribl, meanwhile, was the press, the shock,
the rush, the hurry, the universal confusion—
such as might naturaily be lookad for, in the
cireumstances of the city from which thou-
sands were preparing te fly, without previous
preparativas for fight—burdened with pale
and trembling wouen, their children and port-
ablefittels—tranks and jewels, fumily Bibles
and lares familiarcs. “The railroad depot
for Cherlolte was crowded with anxions waiters
upon the train—with a wilderness of luggage
—umillions, perhaps, in value—much of which
was left finally and lost. Throughout Tuesday,
Wednesday ond Thursday, these scenes of
shugzle vere in counstant performance. The
citizens tared badly. The Governments of the
Statd and of the Confederacy absorbed” allizhe
modes cf conveyance, Uransportation about the
city could not ve hayl, save by arich or favored
few. XNo love could persnade where money
failed to coavinee, and sery. growing Lloated in
its dimensions, stared one from every hurrying
aspecr, a5 you traversed the exeited and erowd-
ed sureerr,  In numerons iustances, those wuoo
snececued it getor away did so at the cost of
trunks and luceage; afdd, undar what discam-
fort: ey deparied, no one who did not see
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pits awl for pMteeffon fromn the eneiny’s sipells,
wiich {ill fast andthick abaot the town. They

cheiling the evening belore,
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The end was rapidiy approaching. The
enemy’s Lhouders were resoundine at the gates.
Defénce avas impossible. At a late hour om
Thursday night, the Gowvernor, with his suite
and a lagge train of ofiicials, departed. The
army -began its evacuation, and by &hylight
few remained who were not resignel to the
necessity. of secing the tracedy played out.
After ol the depletion, the eity contained, ac-
cording Lo our estimate, at least 20,000 inbabit-
ants, the Jargeg proportfon beini females and
children gnd negroes. Hampton's cavalry, as
we have mlready mentioned, lingered till*near
14 o'clock the next day, and seattered groups of *
Wheeler's command hovared about the Enemry
ul their entrance into the town. 5

The inhabitants were startled atf daylight,
on Friday morving, by aheavy explosion. This
was the South Caroling Railrosd Depot. It
was accidentally blown up, - Broken open by
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a band of plunderers, mostly low persons, . «

among whom were many females and nedfroes,
their reckless greed precipitated their fate.
This building had been made the receptacle of
supplies from sundry quarters, aid was crowd-
ed with stores of merchasts and’ planters,
trunks of treasure, ianumerable wares and
goods of fugnives—all of great value. It ap-
pearsthat, among its contents, were some kegs
of powder. The robbers paid, and suddenly, the
penaltics of thewr crime. Using their lizhis
frecly aud hurriedly, the betier to pick, as they
stole, they fired a train of powder leading to
the iiegs. The explosion followed, and the
number of nersons destroyed is vaiiously esti-
mated, from seventeen to fifty. It is probable
that not more than thirty-five suifered, but the
actoal numbers perishing is, to this moment,
unascertained, i

At an early hour on Friday, the commissary
and gquartermaster stores were thrown wide,
the centents cast out into tife streets and givep
to the people. The negroes especiaily Joaded
themselves with plunder. All this mighé
have been saved, had the ofiicers’ Leen duly
warned by the military adtlioritizs of the pro-
bable issue of the struggle. Wheeler's cavalry
ll_?o shared larzely of this plunder, and several
of them might be seen, even to the hour of the
enemy’s agrival, bearing off huge bales upon
their saddl 5. o
- It was preposad that the white flag should
be displayed from the tower of the City Hall
But Gen. Hampton, whose command had not
yet lefi the civy, and who wasstill eager to do -
buttle in its defence, indignantly declared that
ii displayed, he shonld lave it torn down. Up-
Lo this moment, his resoive was to fight the
enemy in the' streets, and, snxious to the last
to try the effect of a ehaige upon the enemy's-
advauce, he slowly retired from the city.

‘The following letter from the Mayorto Gen.
Sherman was the initiation of ‘the surrender: °

Maver's Orrice,
Corumeis, 8. C., February. 17, 1885,
To Mason-CgxEpaL’ Sueray: The Confade;-
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